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Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport Hires Ford 
Airport’s Brian Ryks 

 

(Above) GFIA Executive Director Brian Ryks receiving the Grand Rapids Business Journal’s “Newsmaker of the 
Year Award” in January 2016. 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. –  The Gerald R. Ford International Airport (GFIA) Board announced today 
that Executive Director Brian Ryks has been hired as CEO & Executive Director at the Minneapolis-
Saint Paul International Airport.  

Ryks, who has led the executive staff at GFIA since July 2012, was selected as the finalist for the 
Twin Cities position by the executive committee of the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) in 
Minneapolis in early March. The full commission voted, and unanimously endorsed the 
recommendation on March 21. 
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“While we are saddened to lose such a tremendous leader who has done nothing short of 
exceptional work in his time at the Ford Airport, we are excited for Brian both personally and 
professionally as this is a huge step up in his career, and a chance to go home to family,” said GFIA 
Board Chairman Roger Morgan. "Brian spearheaded several large projects, and put us on the map of 
air service development and customer service. He has led the airport during a period of record 
growth – including a nine percent surge in passenger counts in 2015, the arrival of Southwest to the 
market in 2013, and extensive facility improvements over the past couple of years; all of which 
paved the way to launch our Gateway Transformation Project in December."    

Morgan said that the board will move quickly to find a replacement. 

 “The search process will include the board, as well as representatives from our business 
community,” said Morgan.  

The Airport has largely completed its transition from a department of Kent County government to 
regional airport authority governance. Final approval on that transition is expected from the 
Federal Aviation Authority on July 1, 2016.   

Ryks’ last day on the job will be May 20, 2016. 

 “This is a bittersweet move for me,” said Ryks, a Lakeville, Minn. native. “I am thrilled to return 
home and to the airport where I started my aviation journey, but I am heavyhearted to leave the 
Gerald R. Ford International Airport team that has built such tremendous growth over the last 
several years. We would not have accomplished the things we did in air service and customer 
service without the efforts of our entire GFIA team, tenants, and staff, and I take great pride in 
knowing that they will continue those efforts under a new leader.”      

GFIA, which was recently named the top airport of its size in the region by the Airports Council 
International (ACI), welcomed a record 2.5 million passengers in 2015. The Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport is a major U.S. hub serving 35 million passengers each year.  The MAC also 
operates six other Twin Cities-area reliever airports.   

For more information or interviews, please contact Tara Hernandez. 

### 

About GFIA 
 
The Gerald R. Ford International Airport (GFIA) is the second busiest airport in Michigan. The 
airport served over 2.5 million passengers in 2015 and over 7,000 travelers pass through GFIA each 
day.  The Gerald R. Ford International Airport offers nonstop service to 23 major market 
destinations with more than 120 daily nonstop flights.  The Gerald R. Ford International Airport is 
managed and operated by the Kent County Department of Aeronautics.  GFIA generates over $3.1 
billion in annual economic output throughout West Michigan and employs over 1,500 people.  For 
more information on GFIA visit: www.flyford.org or follow the airport on Twitter: @FlyGRFord.  
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